
 
Series Summary: For three years, he was one of Jesus’ best friends. He watched him 

in his best and worst moments. After Jesus left earth, he was left with one 

inescapable conclusion about Jesus’ identity. He sat down and wrote what he had 

seen and heard. His account has been handed down for generations as one of the 

finest first-hand accounts of Jesus’ life. This spring, we’ll read 11 of his stories about 

Jesus, and you may find yourself changed by what you hear. 
 

Sermon summary: When Jesus came to earth, his strong reaction towards religion 

caused widespread shock and dismay. Today many find themselves turned off by 

religion or religious people and wonder if there’s a path to God apart from the 

institutions and people who hurt them. A look at Jesus’ reaction to religion is 

instructive and freeing. 
 

Big Idea: Religion cannot save you. Only Jesus can. 
 

Icebreaker: What was the worst style choice you ever made?    

 

Discussion: 

1. What’s one thing you learned from this message? 

2. Read and discuss John 2:13-25.  

3. What was Passover? Why did Jews come from around the world to celebrate it? 

4. Why was Jesus so upset at the temple that day?  

5. Have you ever been trapped in religion or legalism? Describe your experience. 

6. Why is Jesus not okay with corrupt religion? How does it prevent people from 

reaching God? 

7. How does Matthew 11:28-30 fit with this message? 

8. How do you need Jesus to transform you from the inside-out? Is there a weight 

you need him to release you from?  

Bonus Reading: The Jesus I Never Knew by Philip Yancey. This book will reveal a 

different Jesus than you may have learned about in Sunday School.  
 

Know: Religion is man’s way to reach God. Jesus is God’s way to reach us.  

Be: Willing to trust in Jesus, not yourself or your religion 

Do: Put your faith in Jesus, not your religion 
 


